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PROPOSED PROGAMME AND TIMING FOR HOKOMAURAHIRI ‘OFFICIAL CELEBRATION OF THE OPENING OF KOPINGA MARAE’

Due to tight logistics and time constraints, the below times will need to be tightly managed and adhered too.
1. Hokomaurahiri (“Making the welcome firm”)

(January 21st 2005 12.00-4pm)

· 11.00 am Maurahiri (guests) begin assembling at top gates

· 11.45am – 11.50am: Role of Ratana Band
· Approximately 17 members of the Ratana Hahi (from Porirua in Wellington) will be attending the opening. They will lead the gathering of maurahiri (expected to be 200-300 in number) from the top gates near the cattle stop down to a designated point about half way along the CEOs house (precise point will be marked with a stake). The Band will stop playing at this point and will separate into two columns either side of the path. A minute later, the karanga will start signalling the maurahiri to commence their progress towards the whare.  
· 11.50 – 12.00pm: Kaikaranga

Call to the maurahiri -

Shirley King





Julie Scrimgeour





Julie O’Donnell





Marion Solomon





Ruth Brown





Irene John (nee Solomon)




Lin Entwistle





Brenda Clarkson





Reriana (Lil) Tuuta (if required)

· As maurahiri are being seated inside the whare Moriori will sing the welcome rongo.

· 12.00 – 12.30pm:  Blessing ceremony for Ka Pou a Rangitokona and naming of whare- “Hokomenetai” 
· Moriori will be gathered around the Tuahu facing the visitors

· Once all the maurahiri are gathered in the house, Aunty Polly (accompanied by her two mokopu, male and female) will lay the wreath of pingau and hopo feathers on the Tuahu. This will be the signal for all to be seated

· Our tohuk (Mana Cracknell) will place the rimurimu (seaweed) at the base of the Tuahu and say the opening karakii to offer prayers for the ka rapuna and blessing for the naming of the whare, ‘Hokomenetai’. This will be followed by Rev Riwai Preece who will offer a blessing for those Moriori (and Michael King and his wife Maria Jungowski and others?) who have passed on over the last 10 years.
· Representatives of other hahi attending the opening (which will include Catholic, Ratana, Ringatu, and others?) will be invited to say a short prayer as part of the opening blessing.
· Once all the opening prayers have been said, the speeches will commence.
· 12.30 – 1.45pm:  Hourongo/Tuahu Korero
Speakers in order and accompanying rongo:

· Alfred Preece (Jnr)– E Ihowa
· Maui Solomon – Te Rangimata
· Charles Solomon – Rehe – Anei Ra
· Wilf Davis – Puawaitangi Moriori
· Alfred Preece (Snr) (to be decided on the day) – Hapupu
· It was decided that as a gesture of goodwill and in keeping with Moriori kawa, 1 or possibly 2 Ngati Mutunga speakers (Clifford Whaitiri, George Day?) would be invited to speak on the Tuahu Korero and they would speak at this point. Moriori would offer to sing their rongo for them.
· Dennis Solomon – Tangi O Ru Poua
· All Moriori should be reminded that they are to stand in support of each of the Moriori speakers even if they do not know all the words to the rongo.
· Moriori speakers will take approximately 1 hour. When our speakers are finished a Moriori tokotoko will be placed on the Tuahu indicating to the maurahiri it is their turn to speak. At the end of the maurahiri whaikorero (2-3hours), Mana Cracknell, as the tohunga kaikorero will take back the tokotoko indicating that we have taken the mana back and will give a closing hourongo/karakia which will wrap up the formal speeches and lead into the final part of the ceremony involving the renewal of the covenant of peace. 

· 1.45 – 3.45pm: Maurahiri speakers
· 3.35 – 4.15pm: Renewal of Tohinga Rongo(Covenant of Peace)

· Maui will draft the script for the renewal of the covenant of peace. 

· Shannon Peni and Nick Preece will read the words for the renewal of the covenant of peace.

· It was decided that given the significance of the renewal ceremony that all the Moriori children (and indeed all the children present), should participate in the ceremony. Lin, Marion and Julie O’Donnell will take responsibility for organising the timiriki to take part in the renewal on the day.

· The ceremony will involve the Moriori albatross patu (once a weapon of war but now a ceremonial patu), being removed from the Tuahu while the script is read to the gathering. Although not discussed at the wananga, it has been subsequently suggested that one of our rangata matua Wilf Davis (who is descended from Nunuku) could remove the patu from the tuahu while the script is read. The script will be in two parts. The first part, (to be read by Shannon), will explain some background to the Moriori covenant and the second part (to be read by Nick) will explain how the covenant was renewed from one generation to the next. At the conclusion of the reading, each of the children will be invited to touch the patu (still being held by Wilf) and the last child will replace the patu back on the tuahu, thus symbolising that the covenant has been renewed and the knowledge of it passed on to the next generation.

· At this point, Moana Maniapoto will sing a rongo she has especially composed in honour of the occasion.

· The ceremony will conclude with a short karakii hokomutunga to wrap up the ceremony.

4.15 – 4.30 pm: Hongi and Hariru

· Finally, the maurahiri will be invited to hongi with the tchakat henu Moriori thus concluding the formalities for the day.

4.30 – 6.30 pm: Hakari and Dinner speeches

· The hakari will commence at approx 4.30pm and go through to 7.30 pm during which time further speeches will be made including those by Bunty Preece (?), Rt Hon,Helen Clark  Hon Margaret Wilson, Hugh Rennie, Alfred Preece Jnr and others(?). This part of the proceedings will be MC’d by the Mayor Pat Smith.

· (a list of formal speakers will need to be drawn up)

6.00 pm: Poroporoaki

· As the PMs plane is leaving at 7.30pm, the poroporoaki will need to start about 6.00pm.
·  Guests who are leaving on that day will spontaneously get up to speak (especially the Maori ones!) during the kai. 
· Moriori will need to be prepared to respond and to have appropriate rongo for the occasion. Suggested that “Now is the Hour” (which is the traditional Chatham Island rongo) be sung as a farewell song.
