Official Celebration for Kopinga Marae on 21 January 2005
Wananga Tapu Korero – Kopinga Marae 6th January 2005 to discuss logistics and planning for celebrations.
Attending:

Reverend Riwai Preece

Lin Entwistle

Julie Scrimgeour

Julie O’Donnell

Ruth Brown

Brenda Clarkson

Dennis Solomon

Charles Solomon

Alfred Preece

Maui Solomon

Mana Cracknell

Shirley King

Marion Solomon

Reriana Tuuta

Reverend Riwai Preece opened the wananga with a karakii.

Followed by a rongo.

.

Charles advised the wananga the CD recording of Sean Hamilton reciting a Moriori karakii has been completed. The owner of the recording studio waived the cost of the recording when he learned why it was being done. Charles suggested that Hokotehi Moriori Trust make a koha to the studio owner.

It was agreed that Moriori would sing the first two versus of the welcoming rongo as below, as the maurahiri enter the whare to be seated.

Rongo Hokomaurahiri (Welcoming song)
Kaea:    Haere Haere


                   Welcome,

Katoa:  Hara mai ra e te iwi


       Welcome, people

 Ko te imi Moriori


       Tis the welcome

 E powhiri atu nei e


       call of the Moriori

Kaea:   Hara mai, nau mai, piki mai ra e
       Welcome, come closer

Katoa:  Piki mai ra e, piki mai ra e

       ascend on our Marae

Maui presented a recent letter he received from Dr David Simmons regarding a Moriori karakii for the opening of the whare. In the letter he refers to an older Moriori marae which he believes was named “Hokomenetai” which means “to be gathered together in peace and tranquillity”. Following discussion, it was agreed that “hokomenetai” would be an appropriste name for the main whare of Kopinga Marae. Below is an excerpt from the letter.

“A while back I said the house from which Travers in 1871 and 1902 got the carvings which he said belonged to a house very celebrated in Moriori history (NZ Times Wellington 9/9/1904), was a named house. Looking at the karakii Deighton recorded from Tapu between 1868 and 1898 when Tapu died. The only named house in the manuscripts is the karakii for the house Homenetai. It is more than likely that this is the house ”Very celebrated in Moriori History.”

The name Homenetai is a typically Moriori shortened form of Hokomenetai or in maori “Whakamenetai.” Tai refers to peace in a physical sense and in a spiritual sense of all karakii being done. Homenetai means, “be gathered in peace and tranquillity.” As the name of the house built at Ouenga after the release from bondage, it is quite inspiring.

May I suggest the karakii for the house could be the kinaki, the final words of the speech welcoming your guests to Kopinga, and the final word would be Homenetai!

“Karapuna Whare” Ko Homere-tai te ingo
   Ancestor House: The name is Homene-tai

Karakii no





Prayer of

Karakii no





Prayer of

Homenetai e,





Homenetai e

Karakii na ta ku ika




Prayer of my fish

Koe Humi





You Humi

Karakii na taku ika




Prayer of my fish

Karakii na taku ika




Prayer of my fish

Koe Patiki





You Flounder

Homenetai e





Homenetai e

Karakii na





Prayer by

Karakii no





Prayer of

Homenetai e





Homenetai

Takina mai e koe te ika




Brought here by you the fish

Rere ki te pa





Swim to the village

Takina mai e koe te ika




Brought here by you the fish


Rere ki te whare




Swim to the house

Takina mai e koe te ika




Brought here by you the fish

Rere ki te uranga




Swim to the landing

Takina mai e koe te ika




Brought here by you the fish

Rere ki te paepae




Swim to the threshold

Takina mai e koe te ika




Brought here by you the fish

Paenga te ika





Pile up the fish

Rearearea te ika





How beautiful are the fish.

The wananga felt “Hokomenetai” was an appropriate name for the main whare. 

Maui will go back to Dave Simmons and ask him for clarification on where in Ouwenga he thinks the whare was built. Maui has since spoken with Simmons who did not know exactly where in Ouwenga the whare was built but thought that it was somewhere close to Manukau where, in about 1848, a small piece of land was set aside as a reserve at Ouwenga for Moriori to build a marae. Simmons thinks that this coincided with the visit by Bishop Selwyn to Rekohu in 1848, as a consequence of which some Moriori were released from slavery and the marae ( ‘Hokomenetai’) was built to celebrate and mark the occasion.
Maui, who facilitated the meeting, drew up an agenda which included reviewing the minutes from the previous wanaanga held in Wellington in December 2004.

Agenda Items included:
1. Karakii for the Dawn Ceremony(ies)
· The Dawn ceremonies will commence on January 17th; those who wish to participate will assemble outside the Marae at 5am on ‘Mikes Maunga’ facing Te Awapatiki to recite the dawn karakii, “Ka Pou”, which is the karakii written by Mana Cracknell and inscribed on Ka Pou a Rangitokona. This karakii gives a blessing for the karapuna who have passed on and a blessing and new dawning for current and future generations of Moriori that they may hold fast to the covenant of peace. 
· On January 21st the CD recording of the karakii “Ta One” (recorded by Sean Hamilton) will be played at 5am to awaken people. Attendance will be optional at the dawn ceremony but all will be encouraged to attend.
· A karanga will be recited to greet the new dawn of the day and Girlie Nohotima has accepted the role of Kaikaranga to the new dawn, which will be the beginning of the Official celebration. 
· Mana Cracknell will lead the karakii and others will be invited to say karakii also.
· Julie Scrimgeour is preparing laminated copies of the karakii A6 size to distribute to those who will be participating in the dawn ceremonies.
2. Welcome for Moriori returning to Rekohu for First time
· Moriori returning to Rekohu will be welcomed in groups starting from 17 January.  Refer to the flight arrival schedule attached as an appendix for times of welcome. 

3. Welcome for Chatham Islanders January 16th 3pm

· An invitation will be extended to all Chatham Islanders who have not yet been welcomed onto Kopinga Marae to be formally welcomed on 16 January. It is considered important that Chatham Islanders (those who wish to) be given a formal welcome. Those who wish to be part of the welcome on 21 January can still do so.
4. Hokotauki for Moriori Taonga returning with Te Papa January 18th
· Moriori whänau will be arriving on the same plane as the Taonga being loaned by Te Papa and there will be a welcome for the taonga and Te Papa representatives. Dennis advised that there are about 8 Te Papa hosts who will be attending the opening at their own expense and who have offered to assist with logistics on the day of the opening.
5. Hokomaurahiri (“Making the welcome firm”)

(January 21st 2005 12.00-4pm)
· Role of Ratana Band
· Approximately 17 members of the Ratana Hahi (from Porirua in Wellington) will be attending the opening. They will lead the gathering of maurahiri (expected to be 200-300 in number) from the top gates near the cattle stop down to a designated point about half way along the CEOs house (precise point will be marked with a stake). The Band will stop playing at this point and will separate into two columns either side of the path. A minute later, the karanga will start signalling the maurahiri to commence their progress towards the whare.  
· Kaikaranga

Call to the maurahiri -

Shirley King





Julie Scrimgeour





Julie O’Donnell





Marion Solomon





Ruth Brown





Irene John





Lin Entwistle





Brenda Clarkson





Reriana (Lil) Tuuta (if required)

· As maurahiri are being seated Moriori will sing the welcome rongo.

· Blessing ceremony for Ka Pou a Rangitokona and naming of whare- “Hokomenetai” 
· Moriori will be gathered around the Tuahu facing the visitors

· Once all the maurahiri are gathered in the house, Aunty Polly (accompanied by her two mokopu, male and female) will lay the wreath of pingau and hopo feathers on the Tuahu. This will be the signal for all to be seated
· Our tohuk (Mana Cracknell) will place the rimurimu (seaweed) at the base of the Tuahu and say the opening karakii to offer prayers for the karapuna and blessing for the naming of the whare, ‘Hokomenetai’. This will be followed by Rev Riwai Preece who will offer a blessing for those Moriori (and Michael King and his wife Maria Jungowski and others?) who have passed on over the last 10 years.
· Representatives of other hahi attending the opening (which will include Catholic, Ratana, Ringatu, and others?) will be invited to say a short prayer as part of the opening blessing.
· Once all the opening prayers have been said, the speeches will commence.
· Hourongo/Tuahu Korero
Speakers in order and accompanying rongo:
· Alfred Preece (Jnr)– E Ihowa
· Maui Solomon – Te Rangimata
· Charles Solomon – Rehe – Anei Ra
· Wilf Davis – Puawaitangi Moriori
· Alfred Preece (Snr) (to be decided on the day) – Hapupu
· It was decided that as a gesture of goodwill and in keeping with Moriori kawa, 1 or possibly 2 Ngati Mutunga speakers (Clifford Whaitiri, George Day?) would be invited to speak on the Tuahu Korero and they would speak at this point. Moriori would offer to sing their rongo for them.
· Dennis Solomon – Tangi O Ru Poua
· All Moriori should be reminded that they are to stand in support of each of the Moriori speakers even if they do not know all the words to the rongo.
· Moriori speakers will take approximately 1 hour. When our speakers are finished a Moriori tokotoko will be placed on the Tuahu indicating to the maurahiri it is their turn to speak. At the end of the maurahiri whaikorero (2-3hours), Mana Cracknell, as the tohunga kaikorero will take back the tokotoko indicating that we have taken the korero/mana back and will give a closing hourongo which will wrap up the formal speeches and lead into the final part of the ceremony involving the renewal of the covenant of peace. 

· Renewal of Tohinga Rongo(Covenant of Peace)
· Maui will draft the script for the renewal of the covenant of peace. 
· A suggestion has been made to have Shannon Peni and Nick Preece recite the words for the renewal of the covenant of peace.

· It was decided that given the significance of the renewal ceremony that all the Moriori children (and indeed all the children present), should participate in the ceremony. Lin, Marion and Julie O’Donnell will take responsibility for organising the timiriki to take part in the renewal on the day.
· The ceremony will involve the Moriori albatross patu (once a weapon of war but now a ceremonial patu), being removed from the Tuahu while the script is read to the gathering. Although not discussed at the wananga, it has been subsequently suggested that one of our rangata matua Wilf Davis (who is descended from Nunuku) could remove the patu from the tuahu while the script is read. The script will be in two parts. The first part, (to be read by Shannon), will explain some background to the Moriori covenant and the second part (to be read by Nick) will explain how the covenant was renewed from one generation to the next. At the conclusion of the reading, each of the children will be invited to touch the patu (still being held by Wilf) and the last child will replace the patu back on the tuahu, thus symbolising that the covenant has been renewed and the knowledge of it passed on to the next generation.

· At this point, Moana Maniapoto will sing a rongo she has especially composed in honour of the occasion.

· The ceremony will conclude with a short karakii hokomutunga to wrap up the ceremony.

Hongi and Hariru

· Finally, the maurahiri will be invited to hongi with the tchakat henu Moriori thus concluding the formalities for the day.
Hakari and Dinner speeches

· The hakari will commence at approx 4.30pm and go through to 7.30 pm during which time further speeches will be made including those by Bunty Preece (?), Helen Clark (possibly), Hon Margaret Wilson, Hugh Rennie and others. This part of the proceedings will be MC’d by the Mayor Pat Smith.

· (a list of formal speakers will need to be drawn up)

Poroporoaki
· As the PMs plane is leaving at 7.30pm, the poroporoaki will need to start about 6.00pm.
·  Guests who are leaving on that day will spontaneously get up to speak (especially the Maori ones!) during the kai. 
· Moriori will need to be prepared to respond and to have appropriate rongo for the occasion. Suggested that “Now is the Hour” (which is the traditional Chatham Island rongo) be sung as a farewell song.
List of things to do arising from the Wananga
1. Carved nameplate for Hokomenetai with translation. (meaning “Place of tranquillity and peace”)

2. Water stations outside with paper cups.

3. Arrange photographer.
4. Professional Video recorder ( Leo advises that Marae programme will be filming from 18th January and have agreed to give HMT the footage). However, they will not be filming all the occasion so Hokotehi will still need to arrange someone to take comprehensive video footage for Moriori archival purposes
5. Tee Shirts for eight Te Papa Crew. Colour?

6. Kono for kopi leaves

7. Korowai (10) 

8. Panui to Chatham Islanders, invitation to a hokomaurahiri for those that have not been to Kopinga. January 16th at 3pm.

9. Notices on TV, and at the shops,

Flight Arrival Details

	Date
	Arrives
	Hokomaurahiri Time

	 17th January           
	15.45
	  

	17th January   
	16.00
	               5pm

	
	
	

	18th January 
	10 45
	               12.30pm

	18th January
	11.45
	

	
	
	

	18th January
	17.30 
	

	18th January
	18.00
	               7.00pm

	
	
	

	19th January
	14.00
	

	19th January
	15.45
	                4.30pm       

	
	
	

	19th January
	20.00
	                9.00pm   

	
	
	

	20th January
	13.45
	                3.00pm  

	20th January
	15.45
	Todd (mihi) 4.30pm

	20th January
	20.15
	Wilf (mihi) 9.00pm

	
	
	

	21st January
	10.00
	          12.00pm

	
	
	


Flight Departures - Poroporoaki

	Date
	Departs
	Poroporoaki

	21st January
	7.30pm
	The MC could facilitate this poroporoaki

	
	
	

	22nd January
	7.00am
	

	22nd January
	8.00am
	            Breakfast

	
	
	

	22nd January
	13.30
	

	22nd January
	14.00
	                 Lunch

	
	
	

	23rd January
	7.00am
	

	23rd January
	8.00am
	              Breakfast            

	
	
	

	23rd January
	13.30
	

	23rd January
	14.30
	                 Lunch

	
	
	

	Wedding at 2.30pm
	
	

	
	
	

	24th January
	9.00am
	                   Breakfast

	24th January
	10.30am
	

	
	
	

	24th January
	15.30
	                   Lunch  
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