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Kōpinga Marae - Frequently Asked Questions

When did the building of the marae start?

Initial work began in 1998, and after the merging of the two Moriori representative organisations into Hokotehi Moriori Trust (in 2000) completion work recommenced in 2002, with the building completed late 2004.

Kōpinga was opened on 21 January 2005 in a ceremony attended by over 1,000 people.  Moriori members flew in from NZ and overseas.  Other dignitaries included Te Arikinui Dame Te Atārangikāhu, Tumu Te Heuheu, and the Prime Minister Rt. Hon. Helen Clark.  During the opening ceremony the ancestral covenant of peace was renewed by all the timiriki Moriori (children) attending the event.  About 1,000 people witnessed the covenant being renewed by the children touching the ceremonial patu hopo before it was returned to the altar of peace; thus pledging a life of peace and non-violence.
What does Kōpinga mean?

Kōpinga is the name for a grove of kōpi (karaka) trees.  Traditionally Moriori gathered in the kōpi groves for events and the celebration of family and tribal rituals and events.  The kōpi groves are also home to the living tree carvings (rākau momori) that reflect ancestral images.
Kōpinga is the name for the whole marae complex.  Hokomenetai is the name for the main whare.  Hokomenetai means: “to gather together in peace”.

Why was Kōpinga built?

The main reason for building Kōpinga Marae was to re-establish a central base on Rēkohu in which Moriori could meet, celebrate, debate and just be together.  For 20 years whenever we had meetings, hui or wānanga to attend on Rēkohu we were spread around the Island and had no place to call our home.  The Marae is also an important step in re-establishing our identity on Rēkohu and has become one of the most popular places on the island for tourists to visit and experience aspects of Moriori culture.

Kōpinga is also a tribute to our ancestor’s legacy of peace. The central Pou which sits on the Tūahu in the centre of the House is a dedication to them and the sacrifices they made in holding fast to the covenant of peace in the face of the greatest provocation they had ever faced.

 What is the inspiration behind the design of the building

The design is a blend of traditional Moriori concepts and modern technology.  The main whare is a 5 sided room with large windows opening onto the landscape to north, with views of the sea, Te Whānga and Te Awapatiki, Lake Huro, and the mountains along the northern coastlines of the island.  On a clear day you will have eye-lines to many of the salient wāhi tapu on the island.  The pentagon shape is inspired by the basalt columns found on the north western coast of Rēkohu, where Moriori gathered to make adzes and other stone tools.  When seen from the air, the whole of the main complex resembles a hopo (albatross) with wings outstretched – a very sacred symbol for Moriori.  It also resembles the typical stance of many of the rākau momori – carved human figures with arms open in welcome.  

When you approach Kōpinga from the car park and walk towards the main entrance the impression is of coming into a traditional meeting house, partly dug into the ground.  Once you have come through the entrance into Hokomenetai, you come into the light – into a space that draws your eyes to the central pou and lifts your spirits with its peaceful ambience.

The central pou is called Ka Pou a Rangitokona and is carved, using laser routing techniques, with the names of the 1,561 people known to have been alive at the time of the Ngāti Mutunga/Ngāti Tama invasion in 1835.  The pou carvings also include replicas of rākau momori and symbols from Rēkohu landscapes such as rimurapa (kelp), seals, and hopo.  Rangitokona is the Moriori atua who propped up the heavens and he is remembered in Hokomenetai as the one who keeps the house supported.  

The pou stands on a stone tūahu on which taonga, gifts and thoughts of peace can be placed.
Maui Solomon developed the first concept plans for Kōpinga with Mana Cracknell.  Todd O’Hagan oversaw the wood work in the marae and made the pou, the matai floors around the tūahu, the main doors and lectern.  The building architect was Frank Busch and Project Manager was Philip Atkins.  Many Moriori members assisted with building, cooking and the necessary rituals for the laying of the mauri stone and construction work. 
The marae is constructed using steel framing, plywood and palisade weatherboards on the outside.  The purple and mauve colours in the fittings in Hokomenetai and the wharekai are inspired by the changing light in the wetlands and lakes in the landscape outside the main windows.
Kōpinga has been constructed with comprehensive safety systems for fire and emergency, and is also the island’s main civil defence shelter.

Where was funding sourced from for the marae?

The Lotteries Marae and Heritage Committee funded the feasibility study and then construction of the marae, whilst Creative NZ and the NZ Māori Arts and Crafts Institute assisted with funding of the central pou, carvings and weaving around the inside walls of Hokomenetai.  Hokotehi provides the balance of funding through investments made from fishing quota leases.

What is the marae used for?
Kōpinga is the heart of Hokotehi and also Moriori.  It is a home base for all Moriori and the office for Hokotehi Moriori Trust.  The marae is used for Hokotehi events, workshops, conferences, meetings, and wānanga.  It is used by Moriori for rituals such as hunau (family) gatherings, tangi, and weddings.  As is mentioned above, the marae is also the island civil defence shelter as well as a community meeting place.  The marae has wireless internet access plus facilities for conferences and meetings, such as datashows and screens.
Kōpinga has been the venue for Hokotehi workshops on Moriori identity and culture, as well as the hokowātea (blessing) for the World March for Peace and Non Violence (September 2009) and launch of the special editions of the School Journals in March 2011.  It is also envisaged that Kōpinga will become a centre for teaching and learning about peace and conflict resolution.  To this end, it will be the venue for the inaugural Peace, Sustainability and Respect for the Sacred Congress in November 2011.

How many people can stay at the marae and what does it cost?

The marae comfortably sleeps about 100 people (though 60 is recommended as an upper limit for school groups), whilst 80 can be seated to dine in the whare kai at one sitting.  Because- Kōpinga is a 5-sided building there is no designated space for visitors/home people.  You may sleep on whatever side you prefer.  We recommend you bring a small torch for finding your way around in the dark.  Mattresses, sheets and pillow cases are supplied along with some duvets and blankets but we advise bringing your own sleeping bag and towels if you are part of a larger group.  The marae is centrally heated and is always warm when being used, whatever the weather.  We have well appointed bathrooms, laundry facilities and a commercial sized kitchen and dining area, as well as wet-room for processing seafood.  Wheelchair access is provided for most areas of the marae.  Outside footwear must be removed as you enter the marae.

The marae is a non-smoking and alcohol free venue.  Have a look at the website (www.moriori.co.nz) for more photos of the facilities and people enjoying Kōpinga.  The marae also promotes sustainable practices, so conservation of heating fuel, chillers and water is encouraged, along with recycling and composting of rubbish and wise use of cleaning products.
Costs for staying at Kōpinga vary – these can be obtained from the Hokotehi Office.  Please enquire about different rates when you make your booking.  We have options that include self-catering or fully catered hospitality so contact Hokotehi to discuss these in more detail.  Rates for school groups are also available. Hokotehi also owns the 11 room Henga (Chatham) Lodge situated close to the airport on Rēkohu.  Accommodation there starts at $125/night plus food costs.  The office contacts are:

0800 MORIORI (0800 6674674)
03 3050450

office@kopinga.co.nz
P.O. Box 188, Rēkohu, Chatham Islands 8942

May I take photographs at Kōpinga?
Photography and video footage at Kōpinga is not allowed, apart from pictures of people attending events at the marae.  However, visitors are welcome to take photographs of the beautiful views from outside the marae.  
What is the kawa for welcoming visitors at Kōpinga?

First time visitors to Kōpinga will be welcomed with a hokomaurahiri which enables visitors to be greeted respectfully and become connected to the place.  After being called into Hokomenetai and removing your shoes inside the main entrance, visitors will be guided to gather around the central pou (either seated or standing).  The ceremony of welcome will take place around the tūahu and is referred to as kōrero tūahu.  Moriori speakers welcome you with speeches and rongo (song), then offer an opportunity for you to reply.  Women may speak and any language may be used.  It is good custom to follow your response with an appropriate song.  The Tūahu is a place where gifts and tributes of peace are placed.  If you wish to bring a symbol of peace or something from your country you are welcome to place your gift on the tūahu during the welcome (though please do not place anything sharp on the tūahu or wooden floors around it’s base).  This ceremony is also the appropriate time for the offer of koha (donation towards hospitality). The hokomaurahiri always concludes with a hongi (pressing of noses) and a meal or refreshments.

What do the carvings and art works around the marae mean and who created them?

The 15 slender wooden panels around the inside of Hokomenetai were carved by Mana Cracknell.  They are carved in relief and can, perhaps, best be described as reflections of traditional Moriori images as well as Rēkohu landscapes.  They have an animated quality and sometimes appear to shimmer and dance.
The three large panel carvings were carved by Moriori members (Shannon Peni, Pete Lanauze, Mark Hamilton, Conrad Day, Warren Thomas under the guidance of Mana, and for some, were their first attempts at carving.  The beautiful panels include hopo, seals, eels, and rākau momori.  The fourth large panel is an intricately carved map of Rēkohu and Rangihaute (Pitt Island) and was carved by Conrad Day.  The carving depicts the 4 elements in the Chathams Community – Moriori, Māori, Pākehā and Pitt Islanders.

The woven harakeke wall hanging was done by “Snooks” Forster and is called "Kotahitanga".  The following description comes from the artist:  The colours of the harakeke represent the sea; the white feathers represent the gathering of the people; the weka feathers represent the calling of the people to come together as one; the white and yellow feathers at the bottom represent unity of the people; the embroidery was done by Cathy Daymond; the yellow on the outside represents the first to see the sun; the waves represent the beach and the coming of our ancestors to the Chatham Islands, and; the figure at the top represents Moriori and the place believed to be their first pā.  

The oil painting on one main wall is of Moriori elder and archivist Hirawana Tapu (born ca. 1824).  This was painted by Wayne Patrick and given as a gift to Michael King by Hokotehi.  Michael’s family returned it to the marae in 2005.

On the facing wall is a signed photograph of Mahatma Gandhi, donated by Dr Kate Dewes and Rob Green during the blessing for the World March for Peace and Non-Violence.

Photographs in the large frame on the back wall are the wāhi pūmahara (place of memories) for our loved ones who have passed away.

The two large carvings on the outside of the building represent Rongomaiwhenua (at the front of the house) and Rongomaitere (on the north-facing side).  These were carved by Mana Cracknell.  Rongomaiwhenua is holding a tupuare – a Moriori wooden staff.  The law was that men could fight ‘til first blood was drawn and then fighting was to cease.  
What are the taonga in the museum display in the entrance-way and where have they come from?

In the entrance-way to Hokomenetai is an area referred to as ‘Nunuku’s Cave’.  This contains taonga given as gifts to the marae as well as display cases with archaeological taonga, which are part of the Hokotehi taonga collection.  The items currently on display were registered, conserved and selected for display during a Keke Tura (heritage) workshop at Kōpinga in 2010.  They are all from private or loan collections from Rēkohu.   Items in the display cases will change periodically.
Taonga and gifts given to the marae often rest on the tūahu for awhile.  After that they are registered and carefully stored in a wāhi taonga location for safe keeping.

What are the large stones outside the marae for?
There is a large pentagonal stone outside the front entrance of Kōpinga.  This is one of the mauri stones for the marae and as such is a tapu stone.  It is not appropriate to sit on this stone or to use it as a prop for putting your shoes back on!

Outside the eastern side of the marae is a circle of standing stones.  This is a whare wānanga place and has been marked with stones to ensure that this section of land is treated respectfully.

Me rongo
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