SHIRLEY KINGS SPEECH NOTES FOR LAUNCH OF TE KEKE TURA MORIORI IDENTITY TRUST, TE PAPA MARAE, 17 JUNE 2008
Mihi

E rere e te hopo


  
Let the albatross fly


Rere i keke tura

   
   
Fly protectively

Rere i tai,



 
Fly over the sea

Tai atu, 



   
Fly away,


Tai atu,  

   
               
Fly away 

Tau mai



   
and return to land

 Mihi ake ki te wheau



Greetings to the house

Mihi ake ki a ratou ko hanatu noa

Greetings to those who have gone before

Mihi ake ki te Papa Tongarewa

Greetings to Te Papa

Mihi ake ki te kaupa



Greetings to the kaupapa

Na kona tena kotou, tena kotou, 

Hokomenetai me rongo.


Greetings to you all gathered here in peace.

Speech

Prime Minister, Moriori hunau, Rangata Matua, invited guests, ladies and gentlemen and our treasured timiriki, welcome one and all. 

In 1933 at the graveside of Tommy Solomon, the well meaning Resident Magistrate, Mr Ryan Holmes, pronounced that with the death of Tommy, Moriori as a race were extinct. For the next 50 years Moriori as a people became virtually invisible in New Zealand. Worse still, our people, our history and our culture were relegated to myth and fiction. We had become a symbol of ridicule and deeply ingrained prejudice. As the late historian and friend of Moriori Dr Michael King wrote:

“Nobody in New Zealand – and few elsewhere in the world – has been subjected to group slander as intense and as damaging as that heaped upon the Moriori”
The education system wrongly taught generations of New Zealanders that Moriori had been in New Zealand before the Maori and had been driven out as refugees to the Chathams. We were variously mis-described as being of Melanesian origin, a “Pakeha created myth” or weak and inferior because our ancestors had refused to fight and kill. Little wonder then that many of our people chose to hide their Moriori identity from public view. 
Despite the progress made over the past 20 or so years, many of these myths still persist. It will probably be several more generations before these myths and untruths are fully exorcised from the public consciousness.
In 1996 a cultural survey of Moriori revealed that a little over 1% of our people had any knowledge of our traditions, values, songs, language, prayers or history. Such has been the impact of the cultural loss that Moriori have suffered. But we have taken the first tentative steps towards reclaiming and reviving our culture and traditions. Twelve years later that figure is probably around 5%.
However, this wonderful gift from the Crown will enable these figures to be dramatically improved in the present and future generations. It will mean that our timiriki or young people can grow strong and confident of who they are. Learning about their culture, traditions and language. And most importantly of all, being proud of their Moriori identity. 
This Crown gift will greatly assist Moriori to more fully engage with the education system to help in the development of educational resources for schools. This will be of benefit to all New Zealanders.
This gift will also help Moriori to further honour our ancestors 500 year legacy of peace by continuing to contribute to the establishment of a national centre for peace and conflict studies based at Otago University. It will also enable us to develop modules of learning about peace and sustainability at our own peace centre on Rekohu; Kopinga Marae. Our Islands need all the support they can get at present.
There are many other important and exciting cultural projects that we are looking forward to developing over the coming years.

Today is indeed a very special day for all Moriori. It is a day we have long awaited.  There are a great many people who have helped make this day a reality. Many are here this evening. Sadly many are not. But to all of you I say on behalf of all Moriori a huge thank you! 

From the government I want to personally acknowledge and thank the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon Helen Clark, the Deputy Prime Minister, Dr Michael Cullen, the Hon Margaret Wilson, the Hon Winnie Laban, the Hon Ruth Dyson, and the Hon Annette King for their individual and collective efforts in helping to bring this vision into reality.  And also to the officials of the Department of Internal Affairs who have worked tirelessly over the past 2 years – thank you so much for your support and encouragement. 

To Te Papa I want to say a big thank you to all who have worked hard to make this evening truly special. It is so appropriate that we are having our cultural Identity Trust launch here at Te Papa. We have a long and superb working relationship with Te Papa and its staff so that this venue feels a bit like home away from home to us. You have done and continue to do a great job of looking after our taonga and Ko Imi Karapuna. We thank you for that. We also look forward to pursuing further cultural initiatives with you through the vehicle of Te Keke Tura Trust.

To the lovely Moana and her band, it is so wonderful to have you with us again to share and be part of another special occasion for Moriori. It just wouldn’t be the same without you!

A special big thank you to Susan Forbes who has worked extremely hard over the past few months to ensure that this event goes off smoothly and has the special touches and aroha that she brings to all the work she does for Moriori.

To all of our own people, elders and young people who have travelled from near and far to be here today, it is awesome and an honour that you can be here to share this historic occasion. I also acknowledge all of our people who would have loved to have been here this evening but for various reasons cannot be. You are all in our hearts and thoughts.
And, to those of our people, friends and hunau who are gathered at Kopinga Marae this evening I send you heartfelt greetings and only wish that you could be with us here this evening. But you are with us by live video link so that’s a comfort.
I also want to acknowledge the Te Papa chefs for the wonderful and creative efforts they have made in preparing the special cocktail and kai moana from Rekohu that we will soon be all enjoying to celebrate this special occasion. 

In closing I want to again thank the Crown and the officials for this historic day and for this very special taonga for Moriori.

Atai hono iarohahu homenetai me rongo! 


Shirley King
Chairperson, Hokotehi Moriori Trust
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