
 

 

 

Ta imi Moriori, tēnā kotou, hokomenetai me rongo 
 

 

Ka nui te mihi ki a kotou kā hūnau Moriori.   

Moe mai kā mate Moriori, moe mai takoto mai.  Our 

deepest sympathies go out to all those who have lost 

loved ones in the last few months.   

Terence (Terry) Tuanui 

Sadly, on 28th April in 

Christchurch, Terry passed 

away surrounded by family.  

Terry owned and operated 

Chathams Motors on the island 

for many years and was much 

loved in the community.  

Our iaroha and sincere condolences go out to Donna, 

Nicola, Hayden, Erin and Missy and all who loved him 

at this time.   

Moe mai ra 

Our thoughts and best wishes go also to those who 

have welcomed in babies and the next generation. 

 

MORIORI CALENDAR 

 

The Moriori calendar refers 

to this time of the year as 

Kāhu – the time when the 

first toetoe grows.   

 

Shand has the following 

entry for the month of Kāhu 

(June) from The Moriori 

People of the Chathams 

Islands – their Customs and Traditions: 

 

I am eight.  The first toetoe grows.  It is mine; Kāhu’s    

(Ka tipu i toetoe i muā) 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR CHAIR 

Kīoranga kotou 

Hope that you are all keeping well 

and warm during the colder winter 

months. Thoughts are with our 

hūnau in South and Mid-Canterbury 

who were deluged with heavy rains 

and flooding at the end of May.  

The hearing of submissions on the Moriori Claims 

Settlement Bill was held at Kōpinga Marae on May 8th. 

This was the first time that a Select Committee has held 

hearings at a marae so another first for Moriori! The 

hearings went well, and I think that the Māori Affairs 

Select Committee (MASC) understood very well the 

challenges that Moriori face after their visit to Rēkohu.  

Special thanks are made to those members and 

supporters who made submissions and spoke to them 

at the hearing including Susan Thorpe, Kiwa Hammond, 

Erin King, Grace Le Gros, Professor David Williams of 

Auckland University, Associate Prof Ian Barber from 

University of Otago and Barrister Chris Griggs who co-

presented the submissions on behalf of HMT and MIST. 

It was somewhat disappointing to see such a low 

turnout from local members for both the 

Hokomaurahiri on Friday and the hearing on Saturday. 

However, for those who did make an effort to show up 

to support the marae and the Bill process, your 

attendance was much appreciated.  

The next stages are for the MASC to consider all the 

submissions and report to the House of Parliament 

with any recommended changes. We have requested a 

few changes to the Bill to both strengthen the theme 

of the Bill and to ensure that Moriori customary rights 

are given full effect including in the Marine and Coastal 

Areas Act.  

Members will be advised of the next appearance at 

Parliament for the final reading of the Bill which will 

likely be towards the end of this year. It is hoped that 

there will be a good turnout from our people to 

celebrate this historic occasion when the settlement 

will finally be passed into law. 



Another milestone to be acknowledged is the pending 

publication of the online e-book called ‘Kā Kakepunga 

Kōrero’ which is a book designed to inform and educate 

young people and teachers about Moriori history and 

stories. As set out Teacher Aid Notes: 

The texts in this resource begin with a creation story 

and move on to the settlement, encounters with other 

peoples, and a view through the eyes of children on 

Rēkohu today. These notes are provided to offer 

support for engaging with the stories and to scaffold 

teachers and students through a variety of activities as 

they encounter ta rē Moriori and tikane (protocols) for 

the first time. As you initially explore each story, 

encourage students to ask rich questions about what 

they see in the illustrations, and encourage them to use 

their prior knowledge and experience as a way of 

gaining meaning from the text. The teacher’s notes 

provide guidance on vocabulary and grammar. The 

language app will be a useful addition to a language 

toolbox for working with this resource. 

I wish to acknowledge the hard work of the dedicated 

team of Kiwa Hammond, Susan Thorpe and Cognition 

Education (Bill Gaynor) for pulling this valuable 

resource together in readiness for publication. 

Together with the Ta Rē language app this will help 

form a basis for the revival of interest and education 

about Moriori language and culture. This is but the 

beginning of a long journey to revive the speaking of ta 

re Moriori. I encourage each and every one of our 

people and anyone else who has an interest to take up 

the challenge of learning ta rē! 

There has also been a lot of focus and media attention 

on the need to teach Moriori history in New Zealand 

schools as part of our national education curriculum. 

HMT has been and continues to engage in a dialogue 

with Ministry of Education to ensure that Moriori 

history is given its proper place in the history of our 

nation. 

It is trustee election time again and it is encouraging to 

see a large number of applicants for the positions 

available. So, get out there and vote in the upcoming 

election! Voting starts on 14 June and closes on 17 July. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Me rongo 

Maui Solomon 

FROM OUR CEO 

The work of Hokotehi Moriori Trust is 

always and only about Moriori 

renaissance.  My job is always and 

only about how we as an organisation 

and as a commuinty can best make a 

contribution to Moriori renaissance.  

By this I mean enabling connection to hokopapa, 

growing ta rē Moriori, improving understanding of 

tikane Moriori and sometimes re-inventing some of 

these elements based on what is known. 

We do this by running a collection of existing 

enterprises, and we look for new opportunities to 

make a further contribution.  Often, it makes sense for 

our work to be island wide or even to be nationally or 

internationally significant.   

Our capacity to look after what we have, and to grow 

from that base comes from our people and in this 

newsletter I want to give a great big shout out to the 

team at HMT. 

On the farm:  Levi, Ronan and Teresa have really picked 

up the challenge and are making great progress with 

Kaingaroa and Henga. 

In the kopi groves and at Taia: Duane and Cassidy have 

been there a few months and already you can see the 

evidence of their work 

At the Lodge:  Matilda with help from others has done 

a fantastic job of getting Henga back to hosting people 

with warmth and welcome. 

In the office: Heather keeps the place ticking over in so 

many ways! 

At the Marae:  Loretta and Susan keep the home fires 

burning.  Loretta has re-joined the team there and 

already we see her impact.   

On the property beat: Chris has done a great job of 

understanding the range of challenge and opportunity 

for improvement across our property portfolio and 

‘getting stuff done’. 

Science, Culture, History: Susan runs a range of 

relationships and projects that have in common the 

values of imi Moriori and is inspirational. 

Governance: Maui in the role of Chair provides regular 

support and guidance for me in my role but most 

significantly holds a life-long passion for what it is to be 

Moriori and what it can be.  The Board (Vice-Chair 

Aaron, Tom, Mark, Sharon, Grace and Paul) continue to 



focus on the long range plans and we look forward to 

some renewal with elections coming up (as you will 

read in this newsletter). 

 

The board recently met at Earthsong in Auckland to 

experience the eco co-housing community design 

which is an example we may draw inspiration from as 

we look to papakāinga housing in the future.  Spot the 

board member among the Earthsong neighbours who 

so warmly hosted us. 

It is a real pleasure to be 

part of this team. 

 
Me rongo 

Tony Blackett 

 

RECENT EVENTS …… 

Submissions to the Moriori Settlement Bill 

On 8 May the Māori Select Committee heard 

submissions to the Moriori Settlement Bill at Kōpinga 

Marae.  As far as we know this is the first time the 

Committee has heard evidence on a marae and marks 

a significant change in practice.  The Manawa of the 

marae was handed to the Committee Chair, Tamati 

Coffey, for the duration of the hearing.   

 

The Committee were also taken on a site visit to look 

at areas affected by redress offers and also places 

affected amendments requested.  The Hokotehi 

submission focussed on proposed amendments to 

recognition of ta rē Moriori language, the teaching of 

Moriori history in the new curriculum, greater 

protection for wāhi tchap’, and changes to reflect the 

legislation concerning the Marine and Coastal 

legislation.   

A full video transcript of all submissions given on the 

day is available on the HMT facebook page as well as 

the Select Committee facebook page. 

In all there were 58 written submissions to the Bill, 

most in support.  These are in the public record and can 

be read on the Select Committee website:  
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/bills-and-laws/bills-

proposed-laws/document/BILL_96375/moriori-claims-

settlement-bill 

Submitters heard at the marae were: 

• Hokotehi Moriori Trust 

• Maui Solomon  

• Kiwa Hammond 

• Susan Thorpe  

• Grace Le Gros 

• Prof Emeritus David Williams  

• Erin King  

• Craig Atkinson  

• Dr Ian Barber  

• Te Aitanga o Wharekauri  

• Ngāti Mutunga o Wharekauri 
 

The NZ Rock Loster and Pāua Industries submissions 

were heard at Parliament a week before the Rēkohu 

hearing.   

The Committee is charged with preparing a report on 

the Bill and its submissions.  This is due in August 2021, 

after which the second reading will be heard in 

parliament.  We hope that a third reading will occur in 

2021 but this is subject to the Parliamentary calendar.  

The third reading will be a chance for members to 

attend and we hope that we can get as many of our 

members to come along as possible. 

https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/bills-and-laws/bills-proposed-laws/document/BILL_96375/moriori-claims-settlement-bill
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/bills-and-laws/bills-proposed-laws/document/BILL_96375/moriori-claims-settlement-bill
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/bills-and-laws/bills-proposed-laws/document/BILL_96375/moriori-claims-settlement-bill


Marae Event Attendence 

Moriori language and cultural revival is at the heart of 

everything that we do.  We are making progress with 

these goals in many ways.  We look forward to seeing 

more people feeling comfortable to stand around the 

pou and use some ta rē Moriori during hokomaurahiri.  

We are always keen to welcome imi members to 

wānanga.  Recent wānanga have included weaving, 

language, predator free and regenerative farming.  And 

of course we have recently seen history in the making 

with the sitting of the Māori Affairs Select Committee 

at Kōpinga Marae (to hear submissions on the Moriori 

Deed of Settlement Bill) together with hokomaurahiri 

and dinner the evening prior. 

We have been suprised by a low level of attendance 

from Imi Moriori at each of these events and seek 

feedback from you as to how we can realise our vision 

for events like these to be well attended and sought 

after. 

In response to the poor attendance numbers, Hokotehi 

would like to consult with Imi members via a short 

confidential survey, to gather input on how we can 

encourage members to attend events at their marae.  

Members have the opportunity to voice what events 

and workshops they would like to see held at Kōpinga. 

Please watch for this survey in the coming weeks. 

 

Predator Wānanga - spotlight on Kōpi research 

 

Hokotehi is a case study participant in an MBIE project 

with Landcare Research/Manaaki Whenua looking at 

innovative indigenous approaches to predator 

management.  We were fortunate to be able to bring 

together some of the sharpest minds on this topic for 3 

days of sharing knowledge and ideas.  The Landcare 

team brought together Mahuru Wilcox, Patrick Garvey, 

Al Glen and Tame Malcolm, co-chair of Predator Free 

Knowledge and Innovation Group and biosecurity 

champion at Tira Whakamātaki. 

During his PhD research project, Manaaki Whenua 

scientist Patrick Garvey discovered that the scent of 

large predators (e.g. the feral cat Felis catus or ferret 

Mustela furo) is a powerful attractant for smallers 

predators (e.g. stoat, Mustela erminea). A non-toxic, 

natural lure suitable for use in all environments has 

been developed from this project, and is already being 

used by a small number of conservation groups across 

the North Island.  It has been achieving great results in 

increasing stoat capture rates at four conservation 

project trials.  Patrick has also started a research 

project to develop a ‘super lure’ for stoats and weasels 

– a synthetic lure that performs as well as or better 

than the natural scent. 

We are also using machine learning to develop 

software that will automatically identify animals in 

camera trap images, redicuing the time spent and the 

cost of image processing by an order of magnitude.  

Researcher Al Glen has been working with Dr Greg 

Falzon from the University of New England in Australia 

on image recognition software that identifies animal 

species from trail camera images.  The software needs 

thousands of images of a species to learn to recognise 

it reliably, but with continuing refinements accuracy is 

expected to exceed 95%. 

The wānanga also brought in staff from DOC’s technical 

support personnel and the specialist Island Eradication 

Advisory team (Keith Broome and Stephen Horn), along 

with our own island predator control specialists Mike 

Bell, Hamish Tuanui-Chisholm (CI Landscape 

Restoration Co-ordinator) and HMT tchieki henu, 

Duane Trafford.  Duane represented findings on a 

Hokotehi research project that tested the use of Kōpi 

berries as lures.  This is an ongoing project that has 

revealed som potential uses for eradication of 

possums. 

 

Kā Kakepunga Kōrero – Short stories 

In 2020 Hokotehi was a grant recipient from the 

Ministry of Education to develop some learning 

resources for its website, Te Aho Ngārahu.  We worked 

alongside Cognition Ltd with our ta rē translator, Kiwa 

Hammond, to write a set of 5 small stories.  These will 

shortly be available on the internet along with teacher 

notes and guidelines.   

We are very excited about this project – it marks an 

important milestone in our language strategy and also 

the first time ta rē Moriori has been comprehensively 

used on the internet.   



We have called the collection Kā Kakepunga 

Kōrero.  Kakepunga is a Moriori word meaning a small 

bundle of sticks used to kindle a fire. 

The inspiration for the Te Aho Ngārahu fund is 

embodied in its name – the brightly burning embers 

within the ashes of a fire.  It is also so very apt for 

where Moriori are in our language development.  We 

have used ‘homauri’ (to awaken) and ‘’kaunaki’ (to 

kindle) as the starter words for our language revival 

project and we are happy to see the embers of rē 

Moriori starting to glow with the publication of these 

stories to the internet. 

The last fluent speakers of ta rē Moriori passed away in 

the early 1900s but our language has not been in 

common or even open usage since 1836.  Today it has 

no recognition as an official language of New Zealand 

and its uniqueness is only now being realised, 

respected and enjoyed.  We are fortunate to have 

archival records written from the 1860s onwards that 

document Moriori vocabulary (tukupa) and show 

differences in pronuciation such as the use of ‘tch’ and 

clipped endings (e.g tchap’ for tapu) as well differences 

in words compared with te reo Māori.  In fact, there 

seem to be stronger connections with Tahiti, the 

Marquesan group and Avaiki (Cook Airani).   

Language offers and affirms so many clues to cultural 

origins and identity.  The ability to speak our own 

language and share it with the world is one of the most 

important aspirations for Moriori.  We have looked at 

ways to bring it back to our marae (Kōpinga), to our 

work-place and homes.  Bringing it into our schools is 

seen as being the next phase for its revival not just on 

Rēkohu but throughout Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

Three of these five stories focus on aspects on Moriori 

cultural origins and the other two look at more recent 

history.  We envision these as being the first set of 10 

stories that are reflections of the ten pillars of 

Rangitokona, the etchu (deity) that gently separated 

his parents Pāpātūanuk’ and Ranginui.  The stories 

come from our own oral traditions and the account of 

the gathering in 1836.  We hope these stories inspire 

young readers and those interested in learning ta rē 

Moriori at any age. 

The stories have come to life through the keen ear and 

skills of our language interpreter Kiwa Hammond along 

with the creative team at Cognition Ltd, led by Bill 

Gaynor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language App Launch 

Thank you to those members who have already 

downloaded our new ta rē language app.  It is currently 

available on Android devices free through GooglePlay 

store.  We are still waiting in anticipation for the 

release of the Iphone version once testing is completed 

and we will let members know once this is available. 

All members should have received a card wallet which 

can be placed on a mobile phone or device to hold 

business cards or is convenient for your eftpos card.  

The wallet features our language app logo, and 

feedback to date has been positive - that they are a 

great talking point about the revival of our language. 

If you have not received one 

via post by now it is possible 

we do not have your correct 

postal address on the 

database.  Please get in touch 

with the office to check on 

office@kopinga.co.nz. 

mailto:office@kopinga.co.nz


Pepe Packs and Merchandise 

Our pepe pack project is progressing well and we we 

hope to be able to offer these by the end of the year.  

They will be available to newborns and new members 

under the age of 2 when registered with us. 

The finished packs 

will feature this 

Moriori inspired ABC 

poster along with 

other pepe treats. 

Thanks go to Dani 

McQuarrie, Loretta 

Lanauze and Ashleigh 

Ryan who have 

assisted with this 

project.   

We are also working on a new range of Moriori themed 

merchandise.  We will let members know once items 

are ready to be purchased. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS…  

Mātāriki Hākari and Hūnau Celebration 

We are hosting a Mātāriki hākari and hūnau 

celebration at Kōpinga on Friday 18th June.  This will be 

a combined celebration of Mātāriki and the harvest 

season and also a time to thank those who have helped 

and reflect on the year past. 

The evening will start with a Hopo Aute workshop 

(Albatross kite making) for t’chimirik.  Then after our 

seasonal feast there will be a hūnau quiz.  Questions 

will be based on all things Rēkohu, Moriori with a few 

general knowledge questions thrown in.  Lots of prizes 

to be won and should be a good fun night for all the 

hūnau.   

Gather your teams together (teams of 5 and all ages) 

and register your team’s name with Loretta by Monday 

14th June by emailing marae@kopinga.co.nz or call 450. 

 

HMT Trustee Election and Hui-A-Moriori 

Trustees will be travelling to regions during July to 

update members on our various projects including 

language revitalisation, Treaty settlement update and 

also present proposed changes to the Trust deed. The 

hui are opportunities for you to meet with trustees, 

learn more about the trust’s work and to ask 

questions. Please see below to attend your nearest hui. 

Members will also soon be receiving voting packs from 

Election Services via post.  Voting is open 14 June to 17 

July.  Election results will be announced and ratified at 

the SGM/Hui-A-Moriori in Temuka Sat 17 July. 

SGM Agenda 
2pm   Members arrive, final voting open  
2.30pm  Vote closes 
2.30-3.00pm Treaty update 
3.pm    Election results announced  

Ratified by members 
3-6pm   Hui-a-Moriori  
 

Please RSVP to office@kopinga.co.nz if you wish to 

attend your regional hui.   

Date Time  Location 

Sun 11 Jul Arr 1.45pm  
Start 2pm 

Club Mount Maunganui 
45 Kawaka Street 
Mount Maunganui 

Wed 14 Jul Arr 4.45pm 
Start 5pm 

Wharewaka Functions 
Centre,  
2 Taranaki St Wharf 
Wellington 

Sat 17 Jul 
SGM 

Arr 2pm 
 

Temuka Pipeband Hall, 
Denmark Street 
Temuka 

Sat 31 Jul Start 2pm Kōpinga Marae 
Rēkohu 

mailto:marae@kopinga.co.nz
mailto:office@kopinga.co.nz


 

  



  



 



 



Memberships  

With the upcoming elections now is a good time to 

check that we have your details correct.   

• Do we have your email address? 

• Do we have your correct postal address? 

• Do you have moko who have recently turned 

18years old and are now eligible to vote?   

• If children have been born after you registered, 

please let us know and we can easily add them 

to the database.     

Please contact us on 0800 MORIORI or via email 

office@kopinga.co.nz if you would like to update your 

details or request a membership form.  

 

 

Follow us on Social Media 

You can follow us on Facebook, Instagram, our website 

www.moriori.co.nz and through our YouTube channel 

for further news and updates.  Don’t forget our new ta 

rē Moriori language app available on android devices. 

 

2021 Te Keke Tura Grants 

Thinking about your future direction?  The growth of 
our young people is important to us.  Hokotehi has 
education grants available for tertiary study in 2021 
that offer financial support to those in pursuit of 
tertiary and special education studies. 
 
Grants for small cultural projects such as weaving 
courses, language courses etc may also be available 
providing they meet the criteria as set out in the Te 
Keke Tura Moriori Identity Trust deed.   
 
Grant criteria and application forms are available on 
our website www.moriori.co.nz or by emailing the 
office on office@kopinga.co.nz 

 

 

ēkohu, Chatham Island 8942 
Ph: 03 3050 450   or  0800 MORIORI    

E: office@kopinga.co.nz     www.moriori.co.nz 

mailto:office@kopinga.co.nz
http://www.moriori.co.nz/
mailto:office@kopinga.co.nz
mailto:office@kopinga.co.nz
http://www.moriori.co.nz/

